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"Lovable Little Chap" Probably Would
Not Have Minded a Succes-

sion of Tunnels.

Bolng Sunlay evening, and the races
navlug taken place that afternoon, the
trains were pneked. In one compart-
ment a little boy bad been stnding all
the way, but bofore the Journey had
proceeded much farther Mrs. Jones
kindly took bira on her knee.

"Were you very frifhtened, dear, as
we passed through the tunnel?" the
gentle lady asked.

"Not much," replied the little boy,
shyly.

"But I thought you trembled a little
as I kissed you," remarked Mrs. Jones,
who was not even middle-age- d yet
"And what's your name?"

"Tony," same the answer.
"Then you're a very lovable little

chap! And how old are you?"
"Twenty-five- , ma'am."
And Tony Spurs, the lightweight

Jockey, slid to the floor to the accom-
paniment of a piercing scream.

"Who says there are no womeil
humorists?"

"I don't know. Why!"
"My typewriter spells as funnily

as Artemus Ward in his palmiest
days."

Doing is the great thing. For If,
resolutely, people do what is right, la
time they come to like doing it.

Nothing Hard About That.
"The woman I marry," he said,

"must be ablo to blush." "Oh," she
replied, "I can do that, I blush every
time I am seen anywhere with you."
San Francisco Chronicle. mil
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Holland have 1jp?ii famed for theirk horticultural achievements. Indeed,
It will be no rxnrepratlnn In r:iv

But it takes a woman to keep a
secret she doesn't know.

that over a long period they prac-
tically kept the art of gardening
alive In Europe. Today the Dutch
Ieople are well up in line with the
wealthy and larger nations of the
earth In this direction. Hut there la
ono point upon which, the Nether-
lands may be ald to stand alon-e-

mm
the fields. One Is
struck by the complete
absence of digging
utensils among the lit-

tle companies. As a
matter of fact, spades
and forks are never
used in the bulb rais-
ing operations, the
whole business being
carried out entirely by
hand. In order to prt
vent damage by frost,
the surface of the fields
Is burled to a depth of
five or six Inches with
straw and other Utter.
When the warm weath-
er sets In this cover is
removed and som
bulbs are found already
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Its unquestioned supremacy as the ?

country of the wcrld. The reason for this may be
found l:i two circumstances. Firstly, the ape of
the Industry, which has given the growers such a
Krasp of the whole subject as to give them a prent
advantage over more recent competitors, and. In
the 6econd place, the out and oat suitability of the
toil In Holland for the culture of all kinds of s

plants.

As Is well known the larger part of Holland con-

sists of a flat sandy plain which has been wrested
from the bed of the ocean. Nearly all Holland In
liHow the level of the sea and would quickly be
Hooded with water were It not for the embank-
ments which keep the waves In check on the oean
tide and the busily pumping windmills which draw
tip the accumulated Inland moisture Into elevated

anals In the Interior. The whole rjuntry there-
fore never knows the meaning of the word
drought, while on account of the excessively light
nature of the soil the drainage Is perfect

Undoubtedly the time of all others to pay n visit
to a Dutch bulb farm Is In the early spring. Then
the whole district, of which tho city of Harlem may
b.? taken as a center, Is simply aglow with love'l-ops?- .

In Fuch a flat land, extensive views are not
asy to obtain. Let us therefore accept the Inv-

itation of a' bulb grower and go over the farm
with Its owner. A closer examination of the
Xatches of color which wr re seen just now from
a distance, reveals the fact that each Is composed
rt thousands of separate blossoms. These flower
Ing bulbs are planted with a wonderful regularity,
being drawn up In rigid lines like so many sol-
diers. All those bulbs of a like age are placed in
sections together and this method of planting pro-
duces rather a singular effect. Starting at one
end of this long row of hyacinths are the

bulbs, these have produced nothing but tufts
f gTeen leaves. After a few yards one comes to

the bulbs In the second year. Most of them have
distinguished themselves with a small blossom.
3n the case of the three-year-ol- plants the bios-Bo-

are much finer and so the flowers go on
gradually Increasing in fineness as we walk from
wectlon to section until at the end of the row
one finds the bulbs which are In their sixth or
seventh year. Thus it takes seven years to grow
a marketable hyacinth bulb. The same manner of
planting is followed In the rase of both tulips and
narcissi, although In these Instances the length
of the time to produce a mature bulb Is not so
Treat Dut one's curiosity Is excited as to how

the original bulbs are obtained and this question
opens up one of the most Interesting chapters la
ithe history of bulb growing.

With tulips and narcissi the available methods
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Thirty Years

to be sending up pale green shoots.
The desire for novelties in the horticultural

world has of course affected the Dutch bulb grow-

ers. In all large establishments a certain portion
of the ground 13 devoted to experiments incident
to the search of new varieties. Apart from the
fact that all the bulbs will at times produce off-

shoots wlilch exhibit a certain difference from the
parent, the only way In which new varieties may
be obtained is through tho agency of sted. The
interesting process of artificial cross fertilization
is resorted to, but from the beginning to the end
the whole process of raising bulbs from seed Is
one requiring an immense amount of patience.
Hy the transference of the pollen from one blos-

som to another the experimenter hopes to influ-

ence the resulting seeds In a certain manner. LJut
he can be by no means sure of this.

The prices for novel varieties change, but for
new specimens of narcissi from $.10 to $250 per
bulb have been obtained and the fact is remark-
able that many of the varieties have commanded
these high prices for several years and still show
but small signs of reduction.

Such sums as are mentioned above are small
in comparison with prices which were paid for
tulip bulbs during the historic "tullpomanla" which
swept over the Dutch people In the early part of
the seventeenth century. A single bulb of a
variety known as Semper Augustus realized the
Immense sum of $2,500. All kinds of bulb plants
are largely grown, the smaller bulbs, such as
snowdrops, crocuses and sclllas are produced In
huge quantities, while later on In the year the
landscape in the bulb country is' brilliant with
ranunculi,- - Irises, and gladioli. ' On some of the
larger establishments a great variety of green-
house roots and bulbs are under glass.

The growing of tulips Is a splendid example of
an Industry not devoid of esthetic charm. Not
without reason may It be urged, however, that the
cultivation of any flower is a vocation of Interest.
In the case of the tulip there is the added intel-
lectual quality of a history that forms a most
striking chapter In the chronicle of modem
finance.

of Increase are decidedly slow. The grower Is
entirely dependent for fresh stock upon the off-

shoots which the parent bulbs annually produce.
In the catse of hyacinths a kindly provision of na-

ture has made the propagation of bulbs In large
numbers an extremely sin-pi- matter. Each sea-

son the grower selects a number of bis largest
hyacinth bulbs and sets these aside for the pur-
pose of Increasing his stock. The bulbs are tech-
nically known as mothers and In dealing with
them one of the two methods Is adopted cross-
ing and scooping, in the ease of the former the
bate of the bulb is cut across In four or five dlf-- .

fcrent sections with a sharp knlfo. In the latter
instance the whole of the root end of the bulb Is
scooped away thus leaving a circular cavity.
Whichever process may L adopted the mother
bulbs are carefully stored a svay in a perfectly dry
place. When most of the moisture has passed
away from the bulb a strange thing happens. At
the baso of each mother bulb a number of tiny
bulbils begin to put in an appearance: as the
weeks go by these Increase very rapidly both In
size and number. With the advent of the plant-
ing

t
eason each mother, with her offsprings at-

tached, is placed out Into tb ground and as soon
as the warm weather sets in the bulbils commence
to grow on their own account, every one sending
up a long green shoot. When the usual time for
harvesting the bulbs arrives it will be found that
the mothers have well nigh rotted away, but in
their place are to be found several dozen little
hyacinth bulbs. Thes are dried off and stored
away to await the autumn planting, when they will
take their place at the bottom of the long row to
be moved up Into a fresh section every year until
they are fully matured bulbs.

The most arduous duties of the bulb farmer con-

sist In the annual lifting and planting of the crop
Every bulb is taken from the soil and replaced
once In each year. After blooming time the first
few days of really warm weather soon cause the
greeu sap In the leaves of the bulbs to begin Its
return Journey to Its underground storehouse.
When the crop Is Judged to be in a ripe condition
small armies of workers picturesquely clad, attired
In long smocks and wooden shoes, sally forth to
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MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

"They're clean daft." said a York
shire collier, as he stood watching a
wedding party leaving the church op
posite. "Fancy chuckin' all that con
fettl abart It's t crool shame I calls
It."

"Hut why?" answered sn Interested
looker-on- : "It seems to me a cheap
and harmless way of showing friendly
feeling."

"Cheap, mebbe. but not harmless."
said the collier, gloomily. "Before
confetti wor Invented there used to be
enough rice chucked abart here to sat-
isfy the sppetltes of all my pidgins;
but now they're plnln away, and
Ah'm thinkln' o' makin' 'era into pies,
sn' ftartln' to keep ostriches, which
can est owt even bits o colored p-
aperan' thrive on it-- " Ideas.

DELIGHTFULLY SITUATED.

Jeremy Sanderson, the well-know-

sociologist of Duluth. was condemning
the International marriage. ;

"Those foreigners that take our
girls." said Mr Sanderson, bitterly
"are well off well off. I mean. in the
Calhoun use of the term

"II Clay Calhoun, testifying In
case In court, spoke of one Washing
ton White as 'well off'

"'Now, witness,' said the cross
examining lawyer, "when you declare
White to be well off what do you
man? Is he worth $10,000;

" 'No, sab Mah gracious, no.
"'Is he worth $1.000 r
"'No. sah; be ain't worf 1? cents
"Then how Is he well off?'
"'Dekase. sah, his wife am a No 1

wsshlady and keeps the bull family
In bang-u- style.' "Washington
Star.

WHY THE DOG HOWLED.

He was a poor, miserable looking
dog, and the stranger's heart was
filled with pity. For the dog was
howling, and it was only too evident
that be was suffering pain So be
asked the tired rustic who lounged
near by why the dog bowled.

M,Im?" asked the rustic " Es
Just laxy. that's all."

"Dut laziness doesn't make a dog
howl, surely?" queried the benevolent
one.

"Does 1m," said the tired owner.
"Only laxy."

"But how," queried the persistent
questioner, "how can laziness maka
him howl?"

"Well, you see." said the rural
lounger, "that pore dog Is sltttn' oa
some real tough thistles, and e's too
lazy to get off. so o Just sits there
and 'owls 'cause it urts so." Tltr
Bits.

A DOMESTIC PROBLEM.

: The prospective bride and groom
'(colored) were not known to the mln
liter, and so. to perform tho cere-
mony conscientiously, he ssked a lot
of questions The man. he learned,
tad come recently from the south and
wss working In a hotel In town
where his desired bride was a wait-
ress.

"Have vou been married before T"

to the conventional black.
"Tas. sah"
-- Wife llving?- -
-- Yss. sah."
-- Where Is she?"

Down south, sah."
nvhy doesn't she live with you?"
-- Well, sah, she lef me."
--Why did she leave you?"
-- Don rightly know, sab. I was

may when she lef."
And they sought another- - minister.
Everybody's Magazine.
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THE NEXT TIME YOU NEED SHOES
Rive W.L. Douglas shoes a trial. V. L.
Douglas name stamped on a shoe guar-
antees superior quality and more value
for the money than other makes. His
name and price stamped on the bottom
protects the wearer against high prices
and inferior shoes. Insist upon having
the genuine W.L. Douglas shoes. Take
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Courteous Rejoinder.
"I wonder why Solomon was con-

sidered the wisest man?" asked Mr.
Meekton's wife. .

"Probably, my dear, because he bad

In Control.

"A man always like to feel that he
Is In a position to reward his friends
and punish his enemies."

"That's true." replied Senator
Sorghum; "sometimes f am tempted
to take a position aa Janitor of a big
ballding."

Willing to De Persuaded.
"Are you in favor of government

onwershlp?"
"It all depends." replied Dustin Stat.

on how much tho government could
be persuaded to pay for the prlvllega
of owning some of tho things I coo
tri."

A Popular Girl.
Ten; she has promised to be mine

ome day."
Tlut when?
-- She can't exactly say as yet.

Heimi she will first have to break off
(oar or five other engagements."

Am) all dlseanta of the hora affectlna hla throat. ap41!r
cured; colta and horea In name stable kept from having
them by using-- SPOHN'S DISTEMPER AND COUQ1I CURE.
2 to I doaes often cure. One bottle guaranteed to cure on
caae. Safe for brood mareR. baby colta. stalllona all aaa
and condition. lloat aklllful aclentlflo compound.
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so many wives to gtvo him good ad
vice,"


